
IDLEW YLDE*N EW S
N EW SLET T ER O F  T H E IDLEW YL DE C O M M U N IT Y  A SSO C IA T IO N
ÒC o mmunity C o mmitment sinc e 1 9 4 7 "                                                           August 2 0 1 0

Fr om the ICA Ar chives 

March 8, 1993

Dear Friends and Neighbors in Idlewylde,

My wife and I have lived here for 49 years.  Dur-
ing this time I was instrumental in starting the Com-
munity Association.

We held carnivals on a lot where Caldor is now. 
I did all the electrical work and also I wired the
Community Hall when it was built.

The other charter members were Bill Hecker,
Stewart White, Russel Nizer, Ed Robertson, Kal Pulk-
ka and Warren Mclellan, Mrs. Clarke and [the]
Knaufs.

In 1948 I was responsible for getting the County
to install storm drains throughout the area.

My wife and I are in good health but we don’t go
out much as we are 81 and 83 years old.  I am still
interested in the Association and would like to re-
ceive the News Letter.

Very Truly Yours:
John W. Janney., Jr.

This is the spirit of the Founders Ð the volunteers
who established the Idlewylde Community Associa-
tion and built the Community Hall.  It is a spirit of
doing things and getting things done for the commu-
nity.

More recently, the ICA has worked to turn the old
Genstar quarry into Overlook Park instead of the
housing development that was first proposed.  It has
procured the traffic-calming and other amenities in
the commercial strip at the south end of Sherwood
Rd. It led the fight when the Country Club of Mary-
land trashed the assurances it had given to secure
community support for the continuance of its private
golf course and proposed to rase Stoneleigh Woods at
the north end of Sherwood Rd and build a townhouse
development.

The ICA maintains the Idlewylde Buzz, the e-list
that lets neighbors share information.  It puts out this
newsletter six times a year.  It operates the Idlewylde

Citizens on Patrol Ð your neighbors driving around
the community with their eyes peeled for mischief. It
maintains the Hall the founders built. It coordinates
and publicizes the communityÕs annual yard sale.  It
organizes and runs the annual Dumpster Day, the
Park clean-up, the Garden Tour, Idlewylde Cooks. It
publishes the community directory. And so on, and so
on.

The ICA is people like you: people with jobs, and
families, and lives, who choose to devote a portion of
their time and energy to making Idlewylde a great
place to live.

Join the Idlewylde Community Association.  Lend
a hand.  Idlewylde is nothing if not you.

Note to newcomers: The Caldor lot is the Anneslie Shopping
Center opposite the York Rd. Giant.

Polit ics: Balt imor e County Council
To judge by the lawn signs sprouting here and there,
there are both Republicans and Democrats in Idle-
wylde. There certainly are on the ICA board. So this
newsletter doesnÕt do politics as a rule. But the prima-
ries are coming up in September, and Idlewyldeans
who are registered Democrats should take a hard look
at the candidates for the County Council (5th District)
nomination.

The three candidates are Mike Ertel, Gordon
Harden and Bill Paulshock. As this newsletter noted
in February, Mr. Harden is one of several candidates
backed by a consortium of development lawyers led
by David Gildea of Gildea and Schmidt. G and S is
the firm that represented the Country Club of Mary-
land four years ago in its efforts to ram the Stoneleigh
Woods townhouse development down IdlewyldeÕs
throat. They did not play nice.

Why should Gildea and Schmidt be backing Gor-
don Harden for the 5th District, and why should Idle-
wylde care? First of all, G and S are still representing
the Country Club in the Stoneleigh Woods matter.
The Club has had its plan approved by the County,
but with restrictions that currently Ð and perhaps for
the foreseeable future Ð make it unprofitable to pro-
ceed with construction. The chief of those restrictions
is a 55-plus provision which would exclude most par-
ents of schoolchildren Ð above all elementary school
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children Ð from the development.
Not being a development lawyer myself, I donÕt

know if, or how easily, the Club could re-open the
issue and get that restriction lifted. But Stoneleigh
Woods is a hop, skip and a jump from Stoneleigh
Elementary School. If ever the 55-plus restriction is
lifted, up those townhomes will go, flooding our
streets with excess traffic and our school with excess
students.

Council members have a lot of influence on what
goes on Ð and what goes up Ð in their district, and I
find it very hard to believe that what is good for Guil-
dea and Schmidt is good for Idlewylde. Registered
Democrats should take a hard look at the three candi-
dates for the 5th District nomination and ask them-
selves which is best for Idlewylde.

Ð Paul Romney
Why I  gar den
From my outpost on the recent garden tour of our
neighborhood I was mulling over the whys and
wherefores of being a gardener. They come in all
shapes and sizes and range from those interested in
the propagation of one type of plant to those who
would encourage willy nilly resurrection of long-lost
native flora. I have a sticker on my van which de-
clares I am a tree hugger and dirt worshiper, and I
wonder what type of image am I trying to present.

On moving to Idlewylde I was faced with a yard
much larger than those I was used to dabbling in. My
Idlewylde garden was heavily shaded with Oak,
Hickory, Black Locust, Maple and three very old
decrepit fruit trees that must have been relics of a
long-forgotten orchard. Over the years, this shade has
been reduced by trees dying or being removed for
road widening and power line clearance. Small flow-
er beds have been enlarged, sometimes forgotten,
shrubs have come and gone, and the tide of invasives
ebbs and flows according to the seasons and the ef-
fects of my mattock swinging. I seem to have a
love/hate relationship with this garden of mine.

From the age of nine I was expected to help with
weed-pulling in my family's garden and  can remem-
ber summer evenings when, armed with a pail of salt
water, I plodded along a row or two of cabbage and
Brussels sprouts picking off caterpillars and plopping
them into the water. Not for us the dainty dancing of
a cloud of Common Cabbage White butterflies Ð they
were a plague. As light relief I was sometimes

handed a garden syringe and my pail of saline ex-
changed for one of soapy suds. Soapy water made a
fine knockdown spray for the tiny critters on the
Phlox and Roses.

Not so long ago I wondered why I was walking
around of these summer evenings with a spray bottle
in my hands and squirting a mild detergent solution
on my Phlox and Roses as a knockdown spray, and
realized I was laboring under a cultural imperative.
Two beautiful words that say that a man's gotta do
what he's gotta do. And so I know why I garden.

Which brings me to wonder: can we spread a little
of this cultural imperative around Idlewylde? Shame
our neighbors with a show of blossom or the tasteful
sweep of varying green foliage?  And how about
prizing our kiddiesÕ fingers from those electronic gad-
gets they wield and showing them a weed or two.
Happy gardening!

– Donald Hart
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C L  A S S I  F I  E D

ARTS
Ar t L essons. Beginning to advanced.  Drawing and paint-
ing, watercolors, oi ls and pastels for children and adults,
College professor with BFA and M A degrees.  Please call
Bonnie Printz at 410-377-9342.
Piano lessons are available in Idlewylde.  Children and
adults are welcome.  20 years teaching experience.  For
more information contact Carolyn at little1way@aol.com
or 410-377-5323.
Belly dance. Beginning Class starting September 10th at
9am on Regester Avenue! (Evening class may be added-
check my website- www.NinaAmaya.com. I also perform
and teach at parties) Add grace and strength and fun to
your life! $16 to drop in, $48 for 4 weeks.Send a check or
drop off money to Nina Amaya, 1020 Regester Ave.,
Baltimore, M D 21239, or bring a check or cash the f irst
day of class. Pre-registration makes it easier to plan a
good class and guarantees you a spot. Paypal here:
http://marylandbellydance.com/ninaamaya/classes.php.

HOME AND GARDEN
Babysitt ing/Pet Sitt ing/Housesitt ing. Cassie Springer is
15 yrs old, Red Cross certif ied, responsible, and loves
children and animals. Siblings Jake (20) and Morgan (18)
are in college but return home for breaks and can also be
available. Please call 410-377-8060 for more information.

Do you need pet si tting or dog walking?  Call Matt Dein-
lein at 443-630-6808.  I  am 11 years old and going into the
6th grade at Dumbarton.  I  have volunteered with Pet Match,
an animal rescue group, and I  have a dog and cat of my own,
so I  am very comfortable with animals.  I  would be happy to
walk your dog after school while you are at work.

A N N O U N C E M  E N T S

BIRTHDAYS
Happy Birthday to Hope Roberts (4) on July 22. Happy
Birthday to Marlena Roberts (8) on July 25. With love
from M om, Dad and Serena!
Happy Birthday to George Roberts, Marlena Roberts and
Hope Roberts, of L itchfield Road, who all celebrate birth-
days in July!
Owen McManus of Beechwood Road turns 11 on August
6.  Happy Birthday, O!

M arle n e  Ro d man  w ishe s to  ac kn o w le d ge  the
d e aths o f tw o  lo ngtime  re sid e n ts in  the  6 5 0 0
b lo c k o f  Be e c hw o o d  Rd . : Ro lan d  ( Ed )  Slaysman
in  April ,  an d  M artha M aste rs in  M ay.

The Towson Ar ts Collective, a nonprofit at 406 York Rd
that acts as an art venue and education center, hosts Arts in
the Park!   Open Sept. 4 from 10 am  to 5 pm and Sept. 5
from Noon to 5 pm, the festival wil l be held in front of the



Sherwood House, 2002 Cromwell Bridge Rd.
The work of 30 artists, crafters and photographers wil l

be on display. Antique Cars! Wine and food wil l be avail-
able. Entertainment lineup features Idlewylde's own dance
troupe, Belly Dance Delight.

 *  *  * Raindate September 25 &  26, 2010 *  *  *
QUESTIONS? Email towsonartscollective@gmail.com.

Idlewylde Community Association
!

DUM PSTER DAY
FAL L   GENERAL   M EETING

and 
BL OCK  PARTY

!
Saturday, September  11 at 2 PM

!

AM  (8 to 12 Noon): Dump your  j unk in a
dumpster  at the Hall

 NB: no computers, paint, oil or tires, please!
!

PM : M ix business and pleasur e
at Idlewylde United Methodist Church,

1000 Regester Ave
!

BUSINESS MEETING AT 2:00
New officers will be elected!

!
PARTY BEGINS AT 3:00

If your surname begins with . . . Please bring
A – F . . . . . . . . salad

G – L . . . alcoholic beverage
M – S . . . . . . . . . dessert

T – Z . . . non-alcoholic beverage
(But it’s up to you!)

!
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

Household membership $20 for one year
$30 for two years

!
"  NB: RAI N DATEÐ I N CASE OF BAD W EATH ER, TH E
BUSI NESS M EETI NG AND PARTY W I L L  TAK E PL ACE
ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 12 AT TH E COM M UNI TY H AL L .
BUSI NESS M EETI NG AT 5 PM , PARTY/DI NNER AT 6. 

" NB: VARI OUS BY-L AW  AM ENDM ENTS W I L L  BE
PROPOSED AT TH E BUSI NESS M EETI NG (DETAI L S
TO BE ANNOUNCED ON IDL EW YL DE BUZZ).

I dlewylde Hall

Please consider the Hall for parties and events such as
birthdays, receptions, and bridal and baby showers.  Any-
one can rent the Hall, but I CA members receive a 30%
discount off regular weekend prices and a preferred rate
during the week.
   For details, or to schedule your event, contact the Hall
Manager at 410-377-9247 or ica.activity@gmail.com

Stay c o nnec ted  to  yo ur c o mmunity thro ugh
the IC A email list.  If yo u w o uld  like  to  be
added to  the list,  send yo ur email address to
idle w yldebuzz@ yaho o .co m

I. C .A .  BO A RD ( 2 0 0 9 -1 0 )
J o hn Ke e nan,  Pre side nt  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -0 5 6 3 ; Kare n Bracke n,  V ice -
Pre side nt  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -8 8 1 1 ; Jamie  Kass,  T re asure r  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -
6 7 2 8 ; Paul Ro mne y,  Re co rding Secy.  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -0 7 4 8 ; K im
De inle in,  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -2 9 2 0 ; Lynne  Guge rty,  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -3 0 3 1 ; Bi l l
L ist,  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -5 2 4 4
T he  Bo ard is curre ntly me e ting o n the  f irst W e dne sday o f the
mo nth at 7 :3 0  pm.  A ll  me mbe rs are  w e lco me ,  but ple ase
co ntact a bo ard me mbe r to  co nfirm time  and place .

M EM BERSH IP DIREC T O R
M arcia Fe rguso n,  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -0 8 8 7
Due s are  $ 2 0  fo r 1 -ye ar me mbe rship o r $ 3 0  fo r 2 -ye ar me m-
be rship.  

C IT IZ EN S O N  PA T RO L
Larry Be arde n,  Dire cto r  4 4 3 -4 6 5 -9 6 0 6

W EB SIT E  < w w w . id le w ylde . ne t>
Do ri  Stickle s,  w e bmaste r

IDLEW YLDE N EW S
P. O .  B o x 6 6 1 0 6 ,  Baltimo re ,  M D 2 1 2 3 9

Edito r: Paul Ro mne y,  4 1 0 -3 7 7 -0 7 4 8 ; Distributo r: Do ri  Stickle s,
4 1 0 -3 7 7 -0 4 5 5 .   Submit article s,  ads,  e tc.  to  the  e dito r at
idle w ylde ne w s@ yaho o .co m o r co ntact e dito r by pho ne .

A d ve rtisin g rate s
1 . !  page : $ 2 5  me mbe rs,  $ 5 0  no n-me mbe rs
2 . "  page : $ 3 5  me mbe rs,  $ 7 5  no n-me mbe rs

3 .Full-page  inse rt,  co lo re d pape r: 
o ne -side d: $ 1 0 0  me mbe rs,  $ 2 0 0  no n-me mbe rs
tw o -side d: $ 1 2 5  me mbe rs,  $ 2 5 0  no n-me mbe rs
C lassif ie d listings are  fre e  fo r me mbe rs o f IC A

Payme nt.  Se nd che ck payable  to  ÒIdle w ylde  C o mmunity
Asso ciatio nÓ to  IC A at PO  Bo x abo ve .

Id le w ylde  N e w s is the  ne w sle tte r o f  the  Idle w ylde  C o m-
munity Asso ciatio n.   7 5 0  co pie s o f e ach issue  are  printe d fo r
distributio n.

mailto:ica.activity@gmail.com

