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Sound, L ight and Cr ime in I dlewylde
One night a few years ago my sleep was disturbed by
a neighbor who was working in his yard on a warm
summer night.  I went out to ask if he could kindly
make less noise.  He unwrapped a humongous set of
headphones from his ears and asked: ÒWhat noise?Ó 

The thing about noise is that it hardly ever dis-
turbs the person whoÕs making it.  I say hardly ever
because IÕm disturbed every time I use my new lawn-
mower.  It was a Consumer Reports Òbest buy,Ó but it
turns out to be significantly noisier than my old one
and has no throttle, so I canÕt quiet it by revving
down.  But luckily IÕm able to use it at times when
my neighbors are most likely to be away from home. 
And they have mowers too ...

As we get into summer, it behoves us all to
remember that sound travels, especially on those still,
hot days and nights when the humid air is drifting
ever so slowly from the south-west.  LetÕs all think of
our neighbors, who may be trying to relax in their
yards or sleep with their windows open, and ask
ourselves: ÒDo I need to make this noise?Ó

Light pollution
This is a trickier problem than noise pollution be-
cause itÕs bound up with public safety.  Even in our
peaceful neighborhood, every so often some neer-do-
well with too much time on his hands kicks in a door
intending to steal stuff.  ThereÕs an occasional mug-
ging, and we all know about driveway theft.  The
police say the solution is light! light! light!, and our
own ICA website says so too.

I see the problem, but I must say IÕm saddened by
how much brighter it is round my house than it was
just a few years ago.  I donÕt hope ever to see the
Milky Way from my back yard, the way I could
growing up in London in the 1950s.  I just wish I
could look out of the window in the night-time and
not see my back yard.  And whatÕs especially sad is
that much of it is quite unnecessary.

An organization called the International Dark-
Sky Association has a website (www.darksky.org)
which sheds a glaring light on the amount of wasted
wattage we are pouring into illuminating our planet
and the damage we do in the process.  Many wild

animals use the cycle of night and day to regulate
their lives, and too much light in the night-time seri-
ously affects their rhythms.

Plants too. Commercial growers know nowadays
that you can regulate the blooming of certain plants
by controlling the amount of light they get.

Frankly, I think light! light! light! is a bit over-
rated as a crime preventer.  If you seal yourself in-
doors listening to your TV and air-conditioning, and
floodlight your driveway into the bargain, you are just
making it easier for the bad guys.  It may be more
useful to turn off the AC, open your windows and
flood your driveway with darkness Ð if that bright
street lamp BGE just put in will let you.

The IDA web site has interesting info on how the
wrong sort of bright lighting actually reduces safety. 
It also has examples of good lighting and a long list
of manufacturers.

Crime
The best way to keep our neighborhood safe is to
keep our eyes and ears open and to let the bad guys
know that the neighborhood is being watched.  Open
windows are one way to do that.  Another is joining
our Citizens on Patrol  (contact information on the
back page). And another is observing and reporting
(and challenging, if it is prudent to do so) misbehav-
ior of all sorts.

A neighbor showed the way a week or two ago
when she saw several middle-school boys harassing a
girl on their way home from school.  She let them
know their behavior was noticed, she called Dumbar-
ton Middle School, and she called the police.  And
two days later, when their horseplay caused a traffic
accident on Regester Ave., she did it again.

It turned out the principal knew exactly who those
kids were.  They had been banned from the school
bus because of their shenanigans, and now the school
knew that that hadnÕt exactly solved the problem and
further action was needed.  There are Student Assis-
tance Program teams in local middle and high schools
which can evaluate problem students and take the
matter up with their parents.  Anonymous referrals
are possible.  An informed neighbor tells us that the
school nurse is always on these teams and advises
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that that is the person to call with a referral.
A lot depends on parents being willing to accept

that there is a problem, of course.  But a lot of neuro-
logical problems come to light in the teen years, and
outside intervention can help parents who sense that
something is wrong but may be in denial or simply
not know what to do.

Whatever the source of the problem, timely inter-
vention can help to make it a little less likely that to-
dayÕs after-school delinquent will become tomor-
rowÕs (or tonightÕs) driveway forager.

Note: If you do see misbehavior or suspicious
behavior, the police advise calling 911 rather than a
Ònon-emergencyÓ number. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Meghan Foy of 1201 Overbrook Rd, graduated from
Carlow University, Pittsburgh, PA, on Saturday, May
8th with a degree in Art Education.  She was honored
prior to graduation with an award from the art depart-
ment and graduated cum laude.  She is the daughter
of Kevin and Stephanie Foy, who have lived in Idle-
wylde since 1983. 

Her sister, Kathleen Foy, is working at George-
town Hospital and has recently relocated to Kensing-
ton, MD. 

Ryan Family bir thdays.
Kevin will be celebrating a birthday on June 14th.
Shannon will be 11 on June 17th.
Maggie will be 8 on June 19th.
Samantha will be 6 on July 29th.
 
Molly Maisel turned 11 on May 20th.  Happy Birth-
day Molly, I love you!  Mom.

Kate Foley congratulates all the neighborhood 5th
grade students graduating from Stoneleigh Elemen-
tary!  Wishing you a wonderful summer and great
success as you enter middle school.

Stay connected to your community through
the ICA email list.  If you would like to be
added to the list, send your email address
to idlewyldebuzz@yahoo.com

C L A S S I F I E D

HOUSE AND GARDEN
House sitting, pet sitting, baby sitting. Morgan (17)
and Cassie (14) Springer are experienced, responsible
and caring. Both are Red Cross certified and love
children and pets. Along with older brother Jake, they
have been serving Idlewylde neighbors for the past 5
years. Call 410-377-8060 for more info.

ARTS
Art  Lessons. Beginning to advanced.  Drawing and
painting, watercolors, oils and pastels for children and
adults, College professor with BFA and MA degrees. 
Please call Bonnie Printz at 410-377-9342.

CAR FOR SALE
2004 Honda Civic Hybrid - $7,500 OBRO
- Approximately 124,000 miles
- NEW IMA battery and NEW standard battery
- NEW catalytic converters (both)
- Extremely clean
- Non-smoker
- Excellent condition
- Great gas mileage
Please contact Dave at 443.220.1745 or
davidn@usa.com if you'd like to see/test the car.

CHILD CARE + READING/WRITING  
I am a registered child care provider in Idlewylde and
am also am a MSDE certified reading teacher. I am
available this summer for child care for school age
children up to 12 years. I am also going to have a fun
summer reading/writing enrichment program in the
mornings from 9 -12, Monday through Friday
throughout the summer months.

Regular hours are 7:30-5:30 and may include trips
to the pool and other outings.

Please call to schedule a visit to Arranwood
Learning Center. Vivian Kreller 410-409-3259.

CUB SCOUTS
Cub Pack 352 is celebrating the 100  year of Scout-th

ing this year.
We will be holding our annual Kick-off Picnic

and Open House on June 6 at Central Presbyterian
Church, 7308 York Rd (corner of Stevenson Lane)
from 3 to 5. A number of our scouts currently hail
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from Idlewylde, and anyone interested in Scouting is
welcome to drop by and enjoy the fun and food.
There you can learn about our Cub Scout Pack and
hopefully join us.

Boys entering 1st thru 5 grade this fall can be-th

come members of the Pack and start earning their
rank badges right away.  We will be also looking to
have a couple of Pack events over the summer,
including marching in the Towson July 4  parade.th

Coming this Fall is a very special event for the
Baltimore Council. In celebration of the 100 year ofth

Scouting, they are hosting a Star Spangled Camporee
this October at Fort McHenry. Over 2000 scouts,
including several from our Pack, will be converging
on Fort McHenry for laser shows, fireworks, and
many other activities. The Scouts will camp at Fort
McHenry and several of the area parks.

It is likely that this event will not be repeated in
our lifetime. So, if there ever was a time to join
scouting, this is the time.

Alan Bowman, Pack 352 Committee Chair
cubpack352@gmail.com.

!  !  !

mailto:cubpack352@gmail.com.


Id le w y ld e  an d  Ann e s lie  Co m m u n ity  As s o c iatio n s
present a 

RAI N  BARREL M AKI N G WORKSH OP
In s tru c tio n  an d  m ate rials  p ro v id e d  b y  He rrin g

Run  Wate rs h e d  As s o c iatio n  (HRWA)
"  

Time: Sunday, June 13 from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Idlewylde Community Hall.

 "
Make  y o u r o w n  rain  b arre l fo r $75 (m e m b e rs  o f

HRWA m ake  th e ir o w n  fo r $55)
OR

Pay  th e  B o y  Sc o u ts  f ro m  Tro o p  792 to  m ake  y o u r
rain  b arre l fo r $95 (Me m b e rs  o f  HRWA $75) 

"
!  HRWA bring all the necessary tools and will walk us
through the process step-by-step. HRWA is a not-for-profit that
works to improve the environment in the Herring Run Water-
shed, which includes Idlewylde, and this workshop helps to fund
their mission.  
!  The Associations are not making any profit on this event so
this is the best pricing available.  If you have checked out the
prices of rain barrels, you know what a bargain this is. 
!  Boy Scout Troop 792 has members from both communities so
this is a great way to support one of our local troops if you have
them make it for you. 

"
Contact Jamie Kass at 410-377-6728 or

jamieandhenry@yahoo.com.  Advance payment is required
so that all materials needed are available. 

"
NB: One group will start at 4:30 and a second at 5:30.
Please indicate which starting time you prefer.

"
Please sign up early as community members get priority over the
general public until May 31st.   Last year this event sold out! 

Idlewylde Community Association
is sponsoring a 

GARDEN  TOUR 
"

Time: Saturday, June 26 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
"

Tickets can be purchased in advance or will be available
for purchase between 10 and 11 a.m. on the day of the
tour at the Idlewylde United Methodist Church.  The
cost of the tour is $3.00 per person and you will receive
a map of the gardens that are open for this yearÕs tour. 

"
 Contact Jamie Kass at 410-377-6728 or

jamieandhenry@yahoo.com for additional information or to
purchase tickets.

"
!  We are still seeking community members who would be willing
to open their yards up to the neighborhood during this 4
hour period.  Please consider allowing others to
enjoy the fruits of your labor for one day!  We are
asking you to volunteer your own yard or suggest
another yard in the neighborhood that you feel we
should know about.  

 I .C.A. BOARD  (2009-10)
John K eenan, President  410-
377-0563; K aren Bracken,
Vice-President  410-377-8811;
Jamie K ass, Treasurer  410-
377-6728; Paul Romney,
Recording Secy. 410-377-0748;
K im Deinlein, 410-377-2920;
Lynne Gugerty, 410-377-
3031; Bill List, 410-377-5244
The Board is currently meeting on
the first Wednesday of the month
at 7:30 pm.  All members are
welcome, but please contact a
board member to confirm time and
place.
M EM BERSH I P
D I RECT OR
Marcia Ferguson, 410-377-
0887
Dues are $20 for 1-year member-
ship or $30 for 2-year member-
ship. 
CI T I ZEN S ON  PAT ROL  
Larry Bearden, Director 
443-465-9606
I D L EWYL D E N EWS
P .O . B o x 66106, B a lt im o re ,
M D  21239
Editor: Paul Romney, 410-
377-0748; Distributor: Dori

Stickles, 410-377-0455. 
Submit articles, ads, etc. to the
editor at
idlewyldenews@yahoo.com
or contact editor by phone.

Advertising rates
1.!  page: $25 members, $50

non-members
2."  page: $35 members, $75

non-members
3.Full-page insert, colored

paper: 
o ne -sided: $ 1 0 0  me mbe rs,

$ 2 0 0  no n-me mbe rs
tw o -sided: $ 1 2 5  me mbe rs,

$ 2 5 0  no n-me mbe rs
C lassif ie d l istings are  fre e  fo r

me mbe rs o f IC A
Payme nt.  Send che ck

payable  to  ÒId le w ylde  C o m-
mun i ty Asso ciatio nÓ to  IC A

at PO  Bo x abo ve .
Id le w ylde  N e w s is the
ne w sle tte r o f  the  Idle w ylde
C o mmunity Asso ciatio n.  
7 5 0  co pie s o f  e ach issue  are
printe d fo r distributio n.

Id le w y ld e  H a ll
Please consider the Hall for parties and events such as
birthdays, receptions, and bridal and baby showers. 
Anyone can rent the Hall, but ICA m e m b e rs
re c e iv e  a 30% d is c o u n t off regular weekend prices
and a preferred rate during the week.

For details, or to schedule your event, contact the Hall
manager at 410-377-9247 or
ic a.ac tiv ity @g m ail.c o m


